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Briefly describe the project. 
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	The project aims to increase competitiveness of the industrial sector by identifying potential areas for operations. R&D topics of target industries will be derived from analyses of market trends, technology trends, and global issues. Innovative strategies and recommendations will be articulated through collaboration with key stakeholders/economies. The results of the project will have impacts on business investment and sale growth. Foresight capability will be developed throughout the process and further improved by consultancy with experts.
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Date: 29 June 2017
Project Synopsis

1. Relevance – Benefits to region: What problem does the project seek to address? What is the relevance of the project? Does it have sustained benefits to more than one economy?
With global trends such as urbanization, ageing society, and internet penetration, the industrial sector of APEC economies will need to adapt to changes and prepare for unforeseen circumstances. To increase competitiveness and maintain sustainability, one shall identify issues that will be crucial to their industries in the future and formulate policies to address problems even before they occur. This project will make of most of available qualitative and quantitative information, for example, market and patent database, to analyze global current situations, economy’s strength and weakness, and possible opportunities including technology transfer among APEC. Economy-specific knowledge will be shared among collaborative network to develop more detailed recommendations. The final report will also include potential R&D topics of target industries derived from industrial demands to tackle real business complications.
Relevance – Rank: Which Rank in the annual APEC Funding Criteria does this project fall under? Briefly explain why. Is it also linked to other Ranks? If so, briefly explain which/how.
The project falls under Rank 2 with sub-criteria “Balanced growth: Macro‐economic policy coordination and information sharing” as the project involves knowledge and data sharing between APEC economies, and sub-criteria “Innovative growth: Innovation policy and research cooperation, including harnessing new technologies for the future” as the final report includes recommendations to foster potential technologies for target industries.

2. Objectives: Describe the 2-3 key objectives of the project. (e.g. ensure workshop participants will be able to...; to create a framework...; to develop recommendations...; to build support...; to revise strategies...; to create an action plan;...to increase knowledge in; to build capacity in… etc.)

To identify needs from the private sector and R&D topics of target industries through workshops and interviews.

To formulate policy recommendations for increasing industrial competitiveness by analyses of relevant data including global market and patents.
To establish collaborative network between APEC economies.
3. Alignment – APEC: Describe specific APEC priorities, goals, strategies, workplans and statements that the project supports, and explain how the project will contribute to their achievement. 
The project goes in line with the priority of APEC Vietnam 2017 “Promoting sustainable, innovative and inclusive growth” as the expected outcome of the project is to increase competitiveness of the industrial sector throught implementation of innovative policy recommendations through foresight studies, and the priority of APEC Vietnam 2017 “Enhancing food security and sustainable agriculture in response to climate change” and the priority of 2016 APEC Leaders' Declaration “Enhancing the Regional Food Market” as Thailand 10 target industries include food and agricultural issues.
Alignment – Forum: Briefly explain how the project is aligned with your forum’s workplan / strategic plan.    
The project aligns with PPSTI priorities as followed:

(Priority B)
Promoting enabling environment for innovation
(Priority B2)
Accelerate commercialization of science and technology
(Priority B3)
Promote public-private-partnerships for science and technological innovation
(Priority C)
Enhancing regional science and technology connectivity
(Priority C2)
Accelerate S&T knowledge sharing to strengthen regional connectivity as an enabler for innovation
(Priority C3)
Create STI ecosystems & STI networks that strengthen regional STI linkages
4. Methodology: How do you plan to implement the project? In this section, briefly address the following: 

· Workplan: Project timelines, dates of key activities and deliverable outputs.
	Date
	Activity
	Output

	January – March 2017
	Market and patent analysis
	R&D opportunities

	April – June 2017
	Interview of private sector
	Needs from private sector

	July – September 2017
	Business strategy analysis
	Innovative strategies

	October – December 2017
	Policy formulation
	Policy recommendation


· Beneficiaries: The proposed selection criteria for participants, beneficiary profiles (e.g. workshop participants, end users, policy makers, researchers/analysts, gender) and how they will be engaged.
Key players of target industries will be inquired either individually or in focus groups to identify needs and potential R&D topics. The final report will be disseminated to the public to encourage development of business strategies for the future.
· Evaluation: Potential indicators developed to measure progress, project outcomes and impacts/successes. Where possible provide indicators which could assess impacts on women.
The annual RDI survey provides industrial growths which are correlated to R&D investments in target industries and can be used as an indicator to evaluate the project impact.

· Linkages: Information on other APEC and non-APEC stakeholders and how they will be engaged. If and how this proposal builds on (but does not duplicate) the work of other projects. How will this activity promote cross fora collaboration?

The project seeks collaboration with APEC and non-APEC experts in relevant foresight and analytical topics to develop comprehensive policy reports. The analysis reports can be provided to the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) as business recommendations for the private sector of APEC economies.
